The conversations contained no plans for partitioning
Poland between Germany and the Soviet Union. On the
contrary, the big mistake that Russia made was in her over-
estimation of Polish military strength, so that the quickness
of the Polish collapse caught her almost unprepared, and
the Soviet Army had to mobilize and march within a matter
of hours to prevent the Nazis being mi the Soviet borders.
The fiction that it was the mart h of the. Soviet troops
that led to the defeat and collapse of Poland is refuted by
The Times correspondent, September zyth, 1939:

" The Polish front has collapsed completely. . . ."
September igth, 1939:

" Travellers who have crossed the country during last
week report that again and again they have passed motor-
cars and taxicabs carrying officers evaluating their
families . . . indication enough of the deplorable lengths
to which the demoralization of the army has gone,"
October and:

" But that the Russian armies should stand on this
line was clearly necessary for the safety of Russia against
the Nazi menace."

The Daily Herald Polish Correspondent, on October 2nd,
1939, states that

" the Government lost its nerves when, on the fifth day
of the war, the signal was given for a panicky flight from
Warsaw. Polish refugees of all political opinions,
including those who supported the regime, are now
convinced that had the Government stayed on, had the
highest army leaders all remained in the country, Russia
might not have marched."

The collapse of the Polish Government made action by
the U.S.S.R. urgent and vitally necessary if further
minorities were to escape Nazi tyranny. These minorities,
among the most harshly oppressed in Europe, rejoin the
majority of their fellow-nationals, and have as much right
to be a part of the Soviet Union as Alsace-Lorraine of